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MUSIC IN THE AIR

Oh what fun it is to hear an array of
music played by an enthusiastic group of
children! On Wednesday evening, fourth
and fifth grade Band students joined their
teachers in presenting an energetic con-
cert. The WIMS cafeteria was a small
concert hall and brought out an equally
enthusiastic audience of parents, grand-
parents, family, teachers and friends.
This concert was the debut for our first
year band students, the fourth graders.
Fourth graders have been playing together
for just about four months since the be-
ginning of September ; they performed a
collection of folk and traditional songs.
There are fifty students in the Fourth
Grade Band and they are conducted by
Ms. Rossomando. The Fifth Grade Band

performed a great selection of rounds,

solos and holiday selections. Maria Par-

fenov held down the percussion section as

soloist on the drum set, while the trom-

bone section of Teo Hernandez, Corey

Frost and Rodney Arnold demonstrated
=

Andrew Tammaro and Dominique Lobban
play saxophone at Wednesday’s Music Con-
cert. Photo by Collin Aiello.

extraordinary skills on the bass line in
Jingle Bells. All students showed hard
work and preparation as they were stellar
in their performances.

Photo at right
Jayson Newson and Roosevelt Lewis perform
on flute. Photo by Collin Aiello

VACATION BEGINS

School will be closed for vacation begin-
ning Monday, December 24 through
Tuesday, January 1, 2008.

Friday, December 21st is a full day of
school. School re-opens at 8 am on
Wednesday, January 2, 2008.

Students are reminded to bring home in-
struments for practice and to bring materi-
als for vacation reading as well as plan-
ning for long-term projects and assign-
ments.

WEATHER RELATED SCHEDULES
The past day’s weather events present a
challenge to our transportation schedules.
Yesterday’s planned Early Closing was
converted to the full day closing or school
cancellation. These kinds of decisions are
made with the safety of students and staff
being the greatest consideration. We ask
that all families continue to be weather
watchers and to consistently consult me-
dia for any updates. Generally families
should seek information about
“Wintergreen School” which will be
stated on radio or on the news banner on
television. However, there may be times
where the weather conditions in Hamden
at Wintergreen will differ from that of our
sending districts, as in the days when
Wallingford and Woodbridge had delays
when Hamden and New Haven did not.
These kinds of situations have to do with
conditions determined locally by which
the buses can safely operate. When in
doubt parents are asked to call the bus
company or the school to obtain clarifi-
cation.
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SHIRLEY WEBB: NATIVE
AMERICAN STORY-

TELLER

Shirley Webb , noted author and story-
teller ,will present stories from the Chero-
kee to WIMS students. Ms. Webb will be
in residence on Wednesday and Thursday,
December 19 and 20. She appears during
WIMS Native American week and will
support the acquisition of literacy skills
for all students at each grade level.

Ms. Webb’s collection of stories is enti-
tled , Tales from the Keeper of the
Myths. The book will be available to
WIMS students through an order form
attached. The book will be signed and
personalized for the child.

Ms. Webb brings her audiences to a world
of imagination based on the stories
handed down to her from her grand-
mother.” [ am enthralled by stories as a
child. When I was older, I tried to re-
member them as she had told me. Even-
tually, I decided to write them down. I
did not want these important stories to get
lost in the ways of time.” She has given
her presentation all across the country.
She is presently working on another chil-
dren’s book.

YANKEE CANDLE

The Yankee Candle fundraising order is
scheduled to arrive early next week. We
will send home a reminder and parents
will need to visit school to pick up their
items. We appreciate your ongoing sup-
port.

BEST WISHES

This is the season for giving. As we
always emphasize, it is important to
think about how we give of ourselves
in time and talent to our school and
our community. We wish our fami-
lies the gift of time with each other to
truly enjoy the simplest, yet greatest

of gifts.

-Sharyn Esdaile & Michelle Coogan



CAFETERIA NEWS

ACES Food Services with Sodexho is
proud to announce that Wintergreen’s par-
ticipation in the Lunch and Breakfast Pro-
gram is very good; there is generally active
interest and participation. The Food Ser-
vices Department will be working to con-
tinue this participation and to improve upon
the Wintergreen program. Ms. Karen Cook
is director and will be working closely with
the Cafeteria staff , Principals, students and
teachers to gather information on food
ideas.

In order to provide more efficiency, the
Food Services Department would like to
suggest pre-paying for student lunches as
an option.

This procedure will assist in keeping the
lines moving more quickly so the students
can enjoy more time at lunch.

Please put a check in an envelope marked
with student name and classroom. If you
are paying for other siblings with one
check, please list the names and dollar
amount for each and classroom.

Pleas have your child return to his/her
classroom, or with older students to the
office in the morning. As you can imagine,
It is very difficult to accept checks at lunch.
Each child’s account will be credited and
used when the child purchases lunch.

The Food Services Department is most ap-
preciative for your business. We enjoy
serving your children lunch and breakfast!

COMMUNITY

Alliance Children’s Theatre is presenting
Babes in Toyland, a wonderful, funny,
whimsical characterization of a lovely fan-
tasy. Ariel Martinez is playing the role of
Roderigo. The performances are held at the
Dodds Hall Theatre, University of New
Haven , 300 Boston Post Road, West Ha-
ven. General admission is $6 at the door;
reservations are not required. The remain-
ing four performances are scheduled for
Saturday, December 15 at 11 am and 2 pm.,
and Saturday, December 22 at 11 am and 2
pm. Ariel Martinez will perform the 2pm
show on December 15 and both shows on
December 22. The Alliance Theatre Com-
pany welcomes your support.

SMENCILS FOR SALE

Smencils will be available for purchase
next week. The fifth grade has undertaken
this project to work their way to Carnegie
Hall in the spring.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

On Wednesday, a new group of student
leaders joined Ms. Coogan, Ms. Smith and
Ms. Taylor to plan the upcoming student
council projects. First, students agreed that
they are responsible for coordinating three
events, including a school spirit day, a so-
cial event, and a community service pro-
ject. Next, the group decided to connect
these three events in a unique fashion.
Saint Ann’s Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry,
located on Dixwell Avenue in Hamden,
will be the focus of our community service
project. Students are committed to raising
funds and collecting necessary items to
support this organization. Therefore, the
three events will be designed to support the
St. Ann’s Soup Kitchen.

On Friday, December 21, all students and
staff are invited to participate in a school
spirit day. Everyone who chooses to par-
ticipate can wear slippers throughout the
day. We are asking students to donate
$1.00 to wear slippers. If everyone partici-
pates, we have the potential to collect over
$600. to donate to the Soup Kitchen. Fuzzy
slippers, character slippers, colorful slip-
pers and more will make the day before our
holiday break one to remember. Student
Council members will visit all classrooms
to promote this event and to collect funds
beginning on Monday. We wonder what
class will have the most participation in this
school spirit event....

ALUMNI NEWS

On December 11, Sacred Heart Academy
students traveled to Lincoln Center to per-
form at Avery Fischer Hall. The Concert is
sponsored by America’s Youth in Concert.
Sacred Heart Academy sent its chorus and
orchestra. Included in the group are Elise
Hebel, Carmen Hernandes and Amanda
Jennings.

Notre Dame High School announces Honor
Students for the first trimester and they
include the following WIMS graduates:
Conor Canning, Matt DeChello, Liam
Hunt, Marc Prescott, Matt Prescott, Bryan
Rowland, Mike Taddei, and Charlie Testa.
Congratulations to these young men.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Victoria Anes is the Wintergreen recipient
of the ACES Holiday Cards Arts Award.
Victoria drew a winter scene She and other
recipients from the district will meet with
the ACES Board and Executive Director,
Dr. Craig Edmonson on January 10. She
will be joined by her parents and her art
teacher, Ms. Place. Victoria is in sixth
grade.

Janelle Cooper scored seven points in the
Hamden Father’s season opening to lead
her team JD Environmental to victory.
Also scoring with three points was Lauren
Browning.

Morgan Esdaile, Taryn Anderson, Kennedi
Jones-Byrd, Khalia Browning, and Antonia
Newman will be performing this Saturday,
December 15th in the Dance Nativity pre-
sented by Dee Dee's Dance Center. Per-
formances are scheduled to take place at
Hillhouse High Auditorium 480 Sherman
Avenue. Tickets can purchased in advance
for $12.00 or at the door for $15.00.

MOVIE STAR AT WIMS
Mark Sparapani, grade 8, had an extraordi-
nary experience serving as an “extra” on
the motion picture, “Oprah Winfrey Pre-
sents: Mitch Albom’s For One More Day”.
The setting of the movie was primarily
Connection and Mark was invited to play
baseball on the set. It was an awesome
experience to for Mark and we were excited
to see him on the television. The movie
premiered last Sunday, December 9 and it
was a




